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Over 1,300 Catholic Educators Call on Trump 
Administration to Save DACA and Protect Dreamers 

Dear Gen. Kelly, 

As educators at Catholic institutions, we write to convey profound concern for our vulnerable 
immigrant students. In your new position as Chief of Staff, you are now one of the most prominent 
Catholics in the Administration. Your direct line to President Trump and recent experience as 
Secretary of Homeland Security provides an opportunity for you to be an influential champion for the 
children and youth who are the next generation of American leaders. We ask that you protect the 
dignity of our nation's immigrant youth by advocating for the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) program until Congress passes the Dream Act. 

We stand with our students who are DACA beneficiaries. Their perseverance, hard work and 
hopefulness is an example to us as teachers. We witness the obstacles they overcome each day as 
they pursue their dream of a better life for themselves and their families. In facing adversity and 
uncertainty with grace and hope, they embody the best of our schools, our country and the Catholic 
tradition. 

It is a moral and policy failure when our government targets children and young adults who simply 
aspire to live the American dream. Breaking up families and communities undermines the best values 
of our nation. 

Bishop Joe S. Vasquez, Chair of the Migration Committee at the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 
and Bishop of Austin, Texas, said recently in a statement 

"These young people entered the U.S. as children and know America as their only home. The dignity 
of every human being, particularly that of our children and youth, must be protected." 

We join Bishop Vasquez in urging you to uphold the DACA program. On several occasions, you have 
expressed that you would not make changes to DACA. We strongly encourage you to maintain DACA 
as an essential program for the well-being of young people and our communities. 

Please know we are praying that you use your power prudently and that we remain committed to 
constructive dialogue. 

In Faith, 
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David​ ​Shettler  
Information​ ​Security​ ​Officer,​ ​College​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Holy​ ​Cross 
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Nikki​ ​Tantum  
Project​ ​Coordinator,​ ​College​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Holy​ ​Cross 
 
Ward​ ​Thomas  
Professor,​ ​College​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Holy​ ​Cross 
 
Karen​ ​Turner​ ​Ph.D. 
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Assistant​ ​Professor​ ​of​ ​Theology,​ ​Creighton​ ​University 
 
Julia​ ​Fleming​ ​Ph.D. 
Professor​ ​of​ ​Theology,​ ​Creighton​ ​University 
 
Thomas​ ​Kelly​ ​Ph.D. 
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Michael​ ​Flatto  
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Program​ ​Director,​ ​Georgetown​ ​University 
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Michelle​ ​Sheahan  
Associate​ ​Director,​ ​Georgetown​ ​University 
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Sister​ ​Patricia​ ​Krommer​ ​CSJ 
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Keith​ ​Reese  
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President 
Trinity Washington University 
125 Michigan A venue NE 
Washington, DC 20017 

Dear Dr. McGuire: 

November 16, 2017 

U.S. Department ofJ{omeland Security 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
Office of/he Director (MS 2000) 
Washington, DC 20529-2000 

U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration 
Services 

Thank you for your August 29, 2017 letter. Acting Secretary Duke asked that I respond 
on her behalf. 

On September 4, 2017, Attorney General Jeff Sessions released a letter outlining the 
Department of Justice's position that the June 15, 2012 memorandum entitled "Exercising 
Prosecutorial Discretion with Respect to Individuals Who Came to the United States as 
Children," which established the policy known as Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA), is indefensible in court and is inconsistent with the faithful execution of our duly 
enacted immigration laws. 1 

On September 5, 2017, Acting Secretary Duke issued a memorandum rescinding the June 
2012 memorandum establishing DACA.2 Recognizing the complexities associated with winding 
down the policy, the Department will provide a limited window in which it will consider cet1ain 
requests for DACA and associated applications meeting specific parameters delineated below. 
Accordingly, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) will: 

• Consider--on an individual, case-by-case basis-properly filed pending DACA 
initial requests and associated applications for Employment Authorization Documents 
(EADs) that have been received by USCIS as of September 5, 2017. 

• Reject all DACA initial requests and associated applications for EADs received after 
September 5, 2017. 

• Consider--on an individual, case-by-case basis-properly filed pending DACA 
renewal requests and associated applications for EADs from DACA recipients that 
have been received as of September 5, 2017, and from DACA recipients whose 
DACA will expire between September 5, 2017 and March 5, 2018, inclusive, that 
have been received as of October 5, 2017. 

• Reject all DACA renewal requests and associated applications for EADs filed outside 
of the parameters specified above. 

1 https://www.dhs.gov/publication/lcttcr-attorney-general-sessions-acting-secretary-duke-rescission-daca 
2 https://www.dhs.gov/news/20 I 7/09/05/memorandum-rescission-daca 

www. uscis.gov 



Dr. Patricia McGuire 
Page 2 

• Not tetminate the grants of previously issued DACA or revoke associated EADs 
solely based on the directives in Acting Secretary Duke's memorandum for the 
remaining duration of their validity periods. 

• Not approve any new Form I-131 applications for advance parole under standards 
associated with the DACA policy, although it will generally honor the stated validity 
period for previously approved applications for advance parole. Notwithstanding the 
continued validity of advance parole approvals previously granted, U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection will--{)[ course-retain the authority it has always had and 
exercised in determining the admissibility of any person presenting at the border and 
the eligibility of such persons for parole. Further, USCIS will--{)f course- retain the 
authority to revoke or terminate an advance parole document at any time. 

• Administratively close all pending Form I-131 applications for advance parole filed 
under standards associated with the DACA policy, and will refund all associated fees . 

• Continue to exercise its discretionary authority to terminate or deny deferred action 
under DACA at any time when immigration officials detetmine termination or denial 
of deferred action is appropriate. 

As the Acting Secretary announced on October 3, 2017, USCIS will consider deadline 
extensions on a case-by-case basis for DACA requests received from residents of Puerto Rico 
and the U.S. Virgin Islands, due to the lack of communications and infrastructure for a prolonged 
period of time following Hunicane Maria. 

Thank you again for your letter and interest in this important issue. Should you wish to 
discuss this matter further, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

L. Francis Cissna 
Director 




